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1 
WITH THE NEW LAW, WILL I NEED A PERMIT TO ACQUIRE OR CARRY IN ORDER TO PURCHASE A  

HANDGUN FROM A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEE (FFL)?  

Effective July 1, 2021, a permit will no longer be required to purchase handguns in the State of Iowa. It is possible that an 
FFL may choose to require a permit in order to complete the sale, but it will not be a state requirement.  

2 WILL I NEED A PERMIT IN ORDER TO CARRY A HANDGUN? 

No. Effective July 1, 2021, a permit to carry will not be required in order to carry handguns in the State of Iowa as long as 
the individual is not otherwise prohibited by state or federal law from carrying or possessing a firearm and abides by all 
other provisions in the new law. You may still consider a carry permit in order to prevent legal issues associated with a 
person coming within 1,000 feet of the grounds of a public, parochial, or private school without a state issued permit in   
violation of the Gun Free School Zones Act, 18 USC § 921(a)(25), and 18 USC § 922(q)(2). 

5 WILL THE NEW LAW CHANGE HOW I GET A PERMIT TO ACQUIRE OR A PERMIT TO CARRY? 
 

No. There will be no change in the method by which a person applies for a permit to acquire or a permit to carry.                 
Individuals should contact their local sheriff’s office to determine the method by which to apply for either permit.  

6 
IF I DON’T NEED A PERMIT TO CARRY IN IOWA, WILL I BE ABLE TO CARRY IN ANOTHER STATE           

WITHOUT A PERMIT? 

Each state has its own laws regarding the ability to carry weapons in their state. We encourage people to contact 
the state(s) where they will be traveling and become familiar with that state’s respective weapon laws. An Iowa per-
mit to carry may suffice in states that currently allow permit reciprocity.  

CAN I ACQUIRE A HANDGUN IF I’M UNDER 21 YEARS OLD? 

A person needs to be at least 21 years old in order to acquire a handgun or obtain a Nonprofessional 
Permit to Carry Weapons in Iowa. There are certain exemptions for a person who is 18, 19 or 20 years 
old and in possession of a Professional Permit to Carry Weapons while working in an occupation that 
requires the carrying of a firearm. 

2.  

3 
I’M NOT SURE IF I’M PROHIBITED FROM POSESSING OR CARRYING A FIREARM DUE TO SOMETHING    

IN MY PAST. HOW DO I DETERMINE IF I’M ELIGIBLE? 

A person who is unsure if they are eligible to possess a firearm should seek legal advice from an attorney. They may also 
choose to complete the application process for a permit to acquire or a permit to carry through their local sheriff’s office. The   
issuance of either one of these permits would indicate a person can lawfully possess or carry a firearm in the State of Iowa.  

4 
No. After July 1, 2021, a person will not be required to see a permit when sell-
ing a firearm to another private person. However, a person commits a Class D 
Felony if they transfer a firearm to someone they know or reasonably should 
know is prohibited from possessing a firearm. If you are unsure of a person’s  
eligibility to possess a firearm, you may choose to require the recipient to      
produce a state-issued permit prior to any transfer.   

WILL A PRIVATE PERSON NEED TO SEE A PERMIT WHEN SELLING OR 

TRANSFERRING A FIREARM TO ANOTHER PRIVATE PERSON? WHAT DOES 

IOWA’S NEW 

WEAPON 

PERMIT LAW 

MEAN FOR 

YOU? 

https://www.atf.gov/firearms/docs/guide/gun-free-school-zone-notice-atf-p-53101/download


  YOU SHOULD CONSIDER PERMITS  
 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALLOWS IOWANS TO CARRY IN 

STATES WITH PERMIT RECIPROCITY 

WHILE TRAVELING.  
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MAY PREVENT POTENTIAL DELAYS    

RESULTING FROM A DELAYED NICS 

CHECK WHEN PURCHASING FROM 

A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEE.  

MAY PREVENT LEGAL ISSUES      

ASSOCIATED WITH A PERSON  

COMING WITHIN 1,000 FEET OF 

THE GROUNDS OF A PUBLIC,        

PAROCHIAL, OR PRIVATE SCHOOL 

WITHOUT A STATE ISSUED PERMIT 

IN VIOLATION OF THE GUN FREE 

SCHOOL ZONES ACT, 18 USC § 921

(a)(25) & 18 § 922(q)(2}. 

 

 

 

MAY CLARIFY ANY QUESTIONS AN      

INDIVIDUAL HAS REGARDING 

THEIR  ELIGIBILITY TO CARRY OR 

POSSESS FIREARMS.  
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